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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
October was a good month for the students of GHS. As always, 
the Students are busy and events are occurring from sports to play 
pract ices to orchestra and band concerts, and many clubs are 
putt ing together their agendas for the year. GHS Juniors took the 
PSAT on October 16th. The GHS Choir concert was on October 
17th, Orchestra held a concert October 22nd, and the Band 
concert took place on October 23rd. We make note that parent 
volunteers work with the sports, music, and theatre departments 
to support student act ivit ies. 

The Fall Musical will be ?The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee? held November 7, 8, and 9, and this is always a 
wonderful experience! We encourage all families to attend these 
performances as the students have put in count less hours for this 
amazing product ion. 

There is always room for more volunteers, so please do not  
hesitate to become involved in parent-supported groups of our 
GHS students!  Viking Vendor is going strong thanks to the 
amazing coordinators of Carol Rennolds, Christ ine Stellick, Amy 
Ahern and Cindy Alworth! Daily volunteers support the shop and 
make many school items, such as, pencils and notebooks, and small 
snacks available to GHS students. Thank you volunteers for taking 
the t ime to make this a welcoming spot next to the GHS commons 
area.        (Continued on page 2)
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The student  organizat ions are cont inuing to 
welcome new members, so we encourage your 
student  to become involved in clubs and act ivit ies 
at  GHS. We thank the National Honors Societ ies 
committee led by Cindy Anderson. Parent 
volunteers cont inue to support the students and 
families with an enjoyable recept ion following the 
ceremonies. Many parents have stepped up to help 
and we encourage several more families to join in 
the fun. 

  

November is t ime for the Turkey Trot  (November 
21st ) which is organized by Amy Ahern, Marcia 
Smith and Lisa Conrad. Many more volunteers are 
needed for this fun PTO sponsored act ivity for all 
the students of GHS. Your involvement is key to 
your student?s success here at GHS. Thank you for 
your help and your smiles. 

If you didn?t  have a chance to at tend the Parent  
Teacher Conference in October. One more will be 
held Monday, November 25th. We would like to 
thank the Teacher Appreciat ion Committee for 
providing dinner to the teachers and administrat ion 
of GHS. Thank you for your energy and help at GHS!   

  
A note of thank you to Candy Bengson for 
organizing the terrific GHS PTO volunteer 
commit tee. We at GHS PTO thank the volunteers 
who endlessly support and help out during many 
events throughout the year! Parents, please join 
now if you would like to help in a committee by 
sending an email to Candy Bengson 
(pcbengson@gmail.com). 

  

This newslet ter is brought  to you by the hard work 
of Carolyn Potosnak. This is a great resource for 
sharing up-to-date news and information to 
everyone connected to GHS. Please send GHS 
student photos to vikingvessel@gmail.com. The 
Viking Vessel is only available online via 
304Connects, which you can access via this link: 
geneva304.org/VikingVessel. So please ask your 
friends if they are receiving the monthly edit ion and 
share this link with them.  

The 2019-2020 GHS PTO Family Directory has 
been emailed to PTO members and know it?s never 
too late to join and receive your copy of the family 
directory too. Thank you for support ing the GHS 
PTO.  

  

We are looking forward to an excit ing and 
memorable year at  GHS. Have a wonderful 
Thanksgiving Break and remember Friday, 
November 15th is a half-day. 

Sincerely,

The PTO Board:

President  - Martha Harrison 

Secretary - Carolyn Potosnak 

Treasurer - Chrissy Swanson 
Advisors: Candy Bengson, Julie Gearhart  and Deb 
Dickinson 
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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

How can it  be November 
already? It?s been a great  
start  to the school year and 
now it?s going to get  even 
busier here at  GHS. Please 
read on to learn more about 
the excit ing events coming up, 
and please congratulate the 
many students listed below 
who earned recognit ion last 
month.   

Fall Musical 

Geneva High School will present a Fall Musical this 
year, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, on 
Thursday, November 7th, Friday, November 8th, 
and Saturday, November 9th, at 7:00 p.m. Please 
make plans to come to the GHS auditorium to enjoy 
the talents of our cast and crew. Check your 
GHSConnects email to get important information 
about t ickets.   

Legal Marijuana: Now What? A Guide to the Law, 
Vaping & Teen Health 

Geneva High School is host ing a presentat ion 
featuring cert ified drug & alcohol counselor 
Matthew Quinn, LCPC, CADC, in the Geneva High 
School auditorium from 7-8:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
Nov. 21st. The event is free but please watch for 
more information about how to register. 

1st  Semester Final Assessment  and 
Parent /Teacher Conferences Reminders 

Here?s another reminder about two important first  
semester events: 

1. First  semester final assessments will take place 
before the holiday break on Wednesday, December 
18th, Thursday, December 19th, and Friday, 
December 20th. These assessments are an 
extremely important part  of the semester grade so 
we encourage you to avoid making travel plans unt il 
after the 20th.  

2. There is one more 
opportunity for 
parent/teacher conferences 
during first  semester: 

· Monday, November 25th ? 
8:00a.m. ? 12:00p.m. 

& 1:00p.m. ? 4:00p.m. 

  

Music Concerts and Winter 
Art  Show 

In December our music 
department will present their 

annual holiday concerts beginning with the GHS 
Choir on Wednesday, December 4th. The GHS 
Orchestra will perform on Tuesday, December 10th. 
Please stop by the Viking Commons on that same 
evening to see artwork created by our GHS art  
students. Finally, the GHS Bands will perform on 
Thursday, December 12th. Please come and enjoy 
the sounds of the season, along with some amazing 
artwork. All concerts are free and begin at 7:30 pm.   

Pancake Breakfast  with Santa 

The Geneva High School Leo Club and our music 
department are again partnering with the Geneva 
Lions Club for their 8th annual Pancake Breakfast 
with Santa on Saturday, December 7th, from 7:30 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the high school cafeteria. 
Please see the GHS website for more details. 

  

Congratulat ions to the following students, teams 
or clubs on their accomplishments this fall: 

Boys Golf 

For the fifth year in a row, the Boys Golf Team 
qualified as a team for the IHSA State Finals. The 
boys qualified by finishing second in their Regional 
tournament where Nathan Dalton was the Regional 
Medalist , then finished third at the sect ional 
tournament where Zach Padget t  t ied for 2nd.  At 
the State Finals Cal McKit t rick placed 55th. 
Congratulat ions to team members: 

(Continued on page 4)

  
Geneva High School Viking Vessel

FROM THE PRINCIPAL



4

Geneva High School Viking Vessel

(Continued from page 3)

Boys Golf 

Joe Adams  

Nathan Dalton 

Jacob Fleming

Dylan Lahey  

Cal McKit t rick 

Quin McNeive

John Mooney 

Zach Padget t  

Sam Pospisil 

Tom Sewczwicz  

Carter Williams 

Girls Golf 

Congratulat ions to the Girls 
Golf Team who qualified for the 
IHSA State Finals for the first  
t ime in school history! They 
qualified by winning a Regional 
Tournament for the first  t ime 
ever where Reese Clark was 
crowned the Regional Medalist  
and Kaylin Johnson finished 
3rd.  They then earned 3rd place 
at the Sect ional Tournament. At 
the State Tournament Avery 
Frick placed 35th and Reese 
Clark placed 44th. 
Congratulat ions to team 
members: 

Claire Anderson

Reese Clark 

Avery Frick 

Maya Hawkins  

Kaylin Johnson 

Lexi Leden 

Anne McQueeny 

Anna Monroe 

Colleen Rut ledge   

Music 

The Geneva High School music 
department is sending a large 
cont ingent to the IMEA District  
9 Music Fest ivals in November. 
The band, chorus and orchestra 
students audit ioned in October 
and will at tend a one day fest ival 
on November 2nd where they 
will work with guest conductors 
from across the country and 
present an afternoon concert to 
the public. The Jazz Students 
will be attending their one day 
event on November 23rd. The 
following students were chosen 
by the IMEA judges: 

Band  

Sam Sennet t    

Matt  Styrna  

Lexi Weddle   

Orchestra

Ben Fioresi 

Hannah Thill

Chorus  

Caroline Atkinson  

Cam Clausen   

Maggie Deagle 

Hannah Hendrian 

Elizabeth Kliros 

Kat ie O?Brien 

Emma Olson 

Andrew Perez 

Jay Jay Sant iago 

Luke Vrba 

Jazz Band

Michael Capobianco 

Vocal Jazz

Cam Clausen ? Jazz I

Andrew Perez ? Jazz I 

Jay Jay Sant iago ? Jazz I 

Matt  Ellis ? Jazz II 

Kat ie O?Brien ? Jazz II  

Luke Vrba ? Jazz II 

Maddie Gart rell ? Jazz III  

Gabby Ost  ? Jazz III 

  

Please read the rest of this 
?Viking Vessel? for lots of 
important and helpful 
information. If you have any 
quest ions, please feel free to 
contact me at (630) 463-3805 
or at t rogers@geneva304.org.  

  

Sincerely, 

Tom Rogers, Principal 

Geneva Community High School 
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Notes From the Deans' Office
Second semester parking applicat ions are now available in the Deans? Office. Students wishing to park 
in a school lot  second semester must complete a new applicat ion. Applicat ions will be due by December 
9th. The parking assignments will be posted by December 13th and payment is due by December 20th. 
The new parking assignments will begin at the beginning of second semester on Monday, January 6th. 

The lost  and found in the Deans? office is overflowing. Please have your child stop by if they have lost 
any items. We will also have the items available during the November Parent/Teacher conferences. 
Everything will be donated at the end of the semester. 

  

 Please remind your child to lock their lockers. Students need to lock their hall lockers as well as their 
PE lockers.  
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GHS Students of the Month: October
A GHS Student of the Month award is earned by a student who stands apart, succeeds despite 
circumstances, or contributes in some special way to our school. 

October students of the month are pictured left  to right:
 Maggie Noble, Skyler Sant iago, Rachel Argiris, Andrew Voigt, Maclaine Bartelt , Alec Mucha, Sam 
Caballero, Maddy Cooper
Not Pictured:
Alana Policastro & Raina Rich

 Spirit Wear Sale

Spirit  Wear Sale THIS Saturday Nov. 2nd at 9-11AM 
during the mattress sale!  In addit ion to this year?s 
stock, come see huge MARKDOWNS on last year?s 
items. Under Armour T-shirts for as low as $15 ($10 
for youth)!  We'll be outside the Contest Gym - all 
forms of payment accepted!
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The Girls' Bowling Team is looking for new members!  If 
you are  interested in joining the team, come to the 
meeting on Wednesday,  November 6th at 2:55pm in 
room EE191 for information.  We will teach you  how to 
bowl.  Beginners are always welcome!  The bowling  
season starts on November 18th and goes unt il the middle 
of February.   Our home bowling alley is St. Charles Bowl 
on Rt. 64.  Transportat ion  between the school and the 
bowling alley is provided.  See Coach Meister  in EE191 if 
you have quest ions.

Would You Like to Join the Girls' Bowling Team?
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The State Farm Viking Football 
Player of the Week program 
recognizes players who have 
made an outstanding 
contribut ion to that week?s 
varsity football game and 
demonstrated the ideals of the 
Viking football program. The 
program, which just finished its 
ninth year, is made possible by 
the donation from local State 
Farm Agent Bill Nelson of 
commemorat ive footballs 
custom-printed with the date 
and opponent for each regular season game. 
Recipients are chosen by the coaching staff of 
Geneva?s varsity football team and were 
presented with the commemorat ive game ball 
following each game. Below is a recap. 

 WEEK 1 (Aug. 30): 

GENEVA OFFENSIVE-DEFENSIVE DUO 
MICKELSEN AND GOODSPEED EARN 
SEASON?S FIRST STATE FARM PLAYER OF THE 
WEEK HONORS 

In a tough game against powerhouse opponent 
Niles Notre Dame High School, two Geneva 
players stood out for their efforts. On offense, 
Junior wideout Konnor Mickelsen (#4) led the 
team in receiving by catching 3 passes for 22 
yards. On defense, Junior lineman Brody 
Goodspeed (#35) led the team in tackles with five. 
As a result , both players were chosen as State 
Farm Players of the Week for week one of 2019. 

?Konnor shut down their corner defense allowing 
zero catches on three attempts,? remarked Head 
Coach Rob Wicinski. ?Brody was extremely act ive 
on our defensive front; one of his tackles resulted 
in lost yardage for the opponent.? 

 

WEEK 2 (Sept . 6):  

IGNOFFO INTERCEPTS KANELAND PASSING 
GAME AND SCORES STATE FARM PLAYER OF 
THE WEEK HONORS 

Forcing the opponent?s offense to 
change strategy, Geneva Junior 
cornerback and wide receiver 
Michael Ignoffo intercepted two 
second quarter passes thrown by 
Kaneland High School?s 
quarterback. Ignoffo then went on 
to score on a 25-yard pass with just 
seconds left  in the first  half. For his 
outstanding efforts, Ignoffo, who 
wears the #1 jersey, was named the 
State Farm Player of the Week for 
week two of 2019. 

?Michael played well on both sides of the ball,? 
commented Coach Wicinski. ?He made three 
tackles in addit ion to his two intercept ions and 
touchdown catch?  in just the first  half of the 
game.? 

 

WEEK 3 (Sept . 13): 

STATE FARM PLAYER OF THE WEEK NASELLI 
PERSEVERES IN GAME THREE FOR GENEVA 

  

Embodying Geneva?s never-give-up philosophy, 
Junior Caden Naselli led his team on both offense 
and defense during last Friday?s game against 
Wheaton-Warrenville South. Naselli, who wears 
the #74 jersey and also competes in shot put and 
discus throw for Geneva?s track and field team, 
was named the third State Farm Player of the 
Week for 2019. 

?Caden graded as the highest, most efficient 
offensive lineman in tonight?s game,? said Coach 
Wicinski. ?He also led the defensive linemen with 
five tackles, playing a solid game on both sides of 
the ball.? 

(Continued on page 14)

Viking Varsity Football Celebrates 

2019 State Farm Players of the Week 
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WEEK 4 (Sept . 20): 

PETTIT HELPS POWER 
GENEVA DEFENSE AND 
EARNS STATE FARM PLAYER 
OF THE WEEK IN GAME FOUR 

Demonstrat ing his passion for 
the game, junior middle 
linebacker John Pett it  led 
Geneva?s defense on Friday 
night with five tackles in the 
game at St. Charles North. For 
his all-around solid 
performance, Pett it , who wears 
the #15 jersey and also plays rugby, was named 
the fourth State Farm Player of the Week for 
2019. 

?John was extremely act ive and disrupt ive from 
his linebacker posit ion,? reflected Coach Wicinski. 

  

WEEK 5 (Sept . 27): 

DIFFICULT WEATHER AND DELAYED GAME 
UNDAUNTING FOR COSTELLO WHO WAS 
NAMED STATE FARM PLAYER OF THE WEEK 

When the weather turns wet, Geneva senior 
linebacker Jacob Costello digs in. Despite a 
challenging homecoming game against St Charles 
East that was split  between Friday night and 
Saturday afternoon, Costello made seven tackles, 
including one that cost St Charles East yardage. 
For his dedicat ion, Costello was the fifth Geneva 
Viking varsity player named State Farm Player of 
the Week for 2019. Costello won Player of the 
Week during week one in 2018. 

?Jacob created opportunit ies for himself and for 
his teammates to make plays,? stated Coach 
Wicinski. 

  

WEEK 6 (Oct . 4): 

SMITH STAYS ACTIVE ON BOTH SIDES OF BALL 
DESPITE ADVERSITY AND EARNS STATE FARM 
PLAYER OF THE WEEK 

  

Tough seasons call for strong 
resolve and that?s what senior Hank 
Smith displayed during last Friday?s 
game against Geneva?s top rival 
Batavia High School. The lineman, 
who plays both defense and offense 
and wears the #53 jersey, remained 
act ive and demonstrated leadership 
throughout the game. Smith was 
chosen as the sixth Geneva Viking 
to be named State Farm Player of 
the Week for 2019. 

 ?Hank led the defense with five tackles,? 
recounted Coach Wicinski. ?In addit ion, he was 
extremely solid on the offensive side of the ball 
and served as a leader on the offensive line.? 

  

WEEK 7 (Oct . 11): 

KLBECKA PLAYS HARD AND DEMONSTRATES 
CONTROL AS STATE FARM PLAYER OF THE 
WEEK 

Senior Jack Klbecka manages to int imidate 
opponents while inspiring his Geneva teammates. 
The defensive end and outside linebacker, who 
wears the #54 jersey, led a tough defensive 
performance with four tackles and a sack last 
Friday night against Wheaton North. He also 
created opportunit ies for other linebackers to 
make plays through his own act ivity on the field. 
For his efforts, Klbecka was named the seventh 
State Farm Player of the Week for 2019. 

?Jack is a football player whose character and 
work ethic are top notch,? Coach Wicinski noted 
on the PrepStar website. ?Jack is a leader for our 
team not only on the field, but also in the hallways 
at school.? 

  

(Continued from page 13)

State Farm Players of the Week

(Continued on page 15)
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WEEK 8 (Oct . 18): 

SOLID DEFENSE FROM 
GENEVA TEAM CAPTAIN 
NINNI EARNS STATE FARM 
PLAYER OF THE WEEK AWARD 

Geneva safety Michael Ninni 
hasn?t let  a challenging season 
stop him from giving 100 percent 
at every game. During last 
Friday?s home game against Lake 
Park High School from Roselle, 
Ninni demonstrated the 
perseverance and drive that over a decade of 
playing the game has ingrained in him. The senior, 
who wears the #14 jersey, was named as one of 
the team captains this year due to his dedicat ion 
on the field, in the weight room and in the 
classroom. Ninni was awarded the eighth State 
Farm Player of the Week for 2019. This year?s 
other team captains include past 2019 Players of 
the Week Jacob Costello and Hank Smith. 

?Michael played a solid defensive game with five 
tackles and a crit ical sack,? noted Coach Wicinski. 

  

WEEK 9 (Oct . 25): 

COSTELLO NAMED FINAL STATE 
FARM PLAYER OF THE WEEK FOR 
GENEVA VIKING FOOTBALL FOR 
2019 

Geneva linebacker and team captain 
Jacob Costello remained driven 
throughout the Geneva Viking football 
season, including the final game against 
Glenbard North High School. The 

senior, who wears the #13 jersey, made numerous 
tackles throughout the game and was named the 
ninth and final State Farm Player of the Week for 
2019. Costello was also named Player of the 
Week for week five this season. 

?Jacob played an all-around good game with six 
tackles,? said Coach Wicinski.    

(Continued from page 14)
State Farm Players of the Week

GENEVA FOOTBALL CELEBRATES 2018 STATE FARM PLAYERS OF THE WEEK! 

 Following the conclusion of the Geneva Vikings? 2019 football season, Geneva Varsity Football Coach 
Rob Wicinski and local State Farm Agent Bill Nelson met to congratulate those players named 2019 
State Farm Players of the Week. 

  

This year?s award-winning players 
include: 

BACK ROW  (left  to right): GHS Head 
Football Coach Rob Wicinski; Jacob 
Costello (Weeks 5 & 9); Hank Smith 
(Week 6); Jack Klbecka (Week 7); 
Michael Ninni (Week 8); and State Farm 
Agent Bill Nelson. 

FRONT ROW  (left  to right): Brody 
Goodspeed (Week 1); Konnor Mickelsen 
(Week 1); Michael Ignoffo (Week 2); 
Caden Naselli (Week 3); and John Pett it  
(Week 4). 

  

Bill Nelson, a resident of Geneva, has been an agent in St. Charles for over 20 years.



16

Geneva High School Viking Vessel

Geneva Lions Club Hosts Breakfast  with Santa
The Geneva Lions Club eight annual Pancake Breakfast with Santa 
is Saturday, December 7, 2019, 7:30 - 11:30am at Geneva High 
School Cafeteria, 416 McKinley, Geneva, IL.

In addition to free photos with Santa, the event features live 
holiday music and a free crafts section. Customize your pancake 
with a variety of fun toppings at our Pancake Creation Station! The 
breakfast includes pancakes, sausage, juice, milk and Arcedium 
Coffee.

Tickets $7. Children three and under are free. Purchase your tickets 
from a Geneva Lions member or online at genevalionclub.org. 

The Geneva Lions Club works within the communities of Geneva 
and St. Charles to raise money primarily for the benefit of persons 
with sight or hearing disabilit ies. A large percentage of funds is also 
donated to local community organizations. Visit 
genevalionsclub.org to learn more about the Geneva Lions Club, 
our service activities, and the organizations we support. 

Junior Lifet ime Fitness Classes
 This month the Junior Lifet ime Fitness classes started their bowling  unit .  They travel during their class 
period to St. Charles Bowl.  They  will cont inue this unit  every Monday and Friday unt il Final Exams.  This  
is a great opportunity for our PE program and  such a fun experience for our students. 

http://genevalionclub.org
http://genevalionsclub.org
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 GHS PTO

GENERAL VOLUNTEERS

 Did you know that when  signing up for events on SignUp 
Genius you can set up text reminders so  you never miss a 
great volunteer opportunity?!?  Just go onto your sett ings, 
click the ?Notificat ions? tab at the top and  select the box for 
email and/or text reminders.  Also, all open  volunteer 

requests can be found by clicking on the following link.. 

 https://www.signupgenius.com/?go=c.SignUpSearch&eid=08CBC1D8FDC9FE62&cs=09CBBAAD8FCC8B6D7B7B640E5BB39BCC

https://ticketpeak.co/genevahighschool304/events
Tickets on sale here:

https://www.signupgenius.com/?go=c.SignUpSearch&eid=08CBC1D8FDC9FE62&cs=09CBBAAD8FCC8B6D7B7B640E5BB39BCC
https://ticketpeak.co/genevahighschool304/events
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http://www.geneva304.org/genevahighschool_home.aspx
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Geneva Early Learning Program 
Halloween Celebration!
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Geneva High School

416 McKinley Ave. 
Geneva, IL 60134
 (630) 463-3800

Geneva High School Viking Vessel

A LAST LOOK

Send photos, announcements, and 
news

to the Viking Vessel
Email vikingvessel@gmail.com 

by the 15th of each month.

GHS Boys Golf Honored with  

Tradition of Excellence Award 

GHS Girls Golf Honored with  

Tradition of Excellence Award 

mailto:vikingvessel@gmail.com
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